Eastern Europe and South Africa, Americans are seemingly observers preoccupied by anxiety about their wellbeing and realisation that the economic boom of the 80s is over. Doctors are told that health care costs continue to grow and eat into corporate profits and that something drastic must be done; the public, on the other hand, wants more health spending not less. Rheumatologists feel vulnerable but are responding through their college.
The Committee on Rheumatology Manpower for the American College of Rheumatology chaired by 'Mo' Reichlin recently concluded that 'a perceived decline in the number and quality of applicants in the past five years' has occurred. This Although some may view guidelines as cookbook medicine, they are meant to give either data based information or consensus statements on treatment strategies or indications for procedures in a given condition. In the next decade it is expected that the government will oversee the development of guidelines in costly areas of health care, such as the management of myocardial infarction, cataract surgery, and the management of low back pain.
The American College of Rheumatology is developing guidelines on Lyme disease, rheumatoid arthritis, and the use of non-steroidal antiinflammatory drugs and has statements indicating its position on obtaining a rheumatology consultation; the practice of arthroscopy by rheumatologists; direction of physical and occupational therapy services for patients under the care of a rheumatologist; access to rehabilitation for individuals with rheumatic disease; and quantitative bone measurement. 
